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2025 Request for Proposals: New R&D Project in the Automotive Sector


Dear applicants, the Korea Planning & Evaluation Institute of Industrial Technology (KEIT) is pleased to announce the 2025 request for proposals for the phase 2 new research and development project in the automotive sector. Interested parties are invited to submit their applications.

1. Project Overview

Development of high-performance automotive AI accelerators and related software for next-generation SDVs, based on final demand from automakers and in collaboration with leading domestic and global industry leaders.

2. Project Implementation Framework

Framework
· Project Execution: To be composed of a lead organization and participating consortium (Korean and international) (Integrated type/Full project + Sub projects)
· Project Management: Government (Funding) + KEIT (Managing Agency).

3. Application Fields and Eligibility Criteria

List of Research and Development Projects Eligible for Government Support

1. Development of AI Accelerator Semiconductor Technology for SDVs
	R&D Project Title
	Lead R&D Organization
	2025 
Funding
(Million KRW)
	Duration
(Months)
	Project Characteristics

	
	
	
	
	

	(Full) Development of AI Accelerators and APs for SDVs
	Private enterprise
	50
	42
	Breakthrough innovation ,
Large-scale integration,
International Joint
(Sub-1)

	(Sub-1) Development of AI Accelerators and APs for SDVs with 1000 TOPS Performance
	Private enterprise
	2,500
	
	

	(Sub-2) Development of Software for AI Accelerator and AP Operation
	Private enterprise
	1,000
	
	

	(Sub-3) Development and Validation of AI Accelerator-Based Control
	Open to any entity
	700
	
	



4. Evaluation Criteria

· Projects Eligible for Supports: Projects with a score of 70 or above will be classified as "Eligible for Support." Projects with a total score below 70 will be categorized as "Not Eligible for Support." However, even if a project scores 70 or above, it may be excluded from support if the budget allocated to the respective field is exceeded. In such cases, priority will be given to projects with higher evaluation scores. 
· In the event of a tie in the highest score, projects will be prioritized based on scores in the following order: i) Commercialization and Economic Feasibility, ii) Technical Merit, iii) Point Deductions
	Evaluation Criteria
	Detailed Items

	Technical Merit
(50 Points)
	▪	Goals and R&D Challenges/Creativity (40 Points): Necessity for government Support, alignment with RFP/project specifications, specificity and quantification of goals, level and ambition of objectives, potential for generating high-quality intellectual property, creativity in R&D content and methods
▪ Robustness of Research Methods and Strategic Plans (10 Points): Appropriateness of development content and methods, reasonableness of R&D budget and its allocation, suitability of external technology adoption

	Research Capabilities
(20 Points)
	▪ Capabilities of the Research Organization (20 Points): Expertise and research ethics of the project leader, organization, roles, and competence of participating researchers, research infrastructure, including facilities and equipment, appropriateness of research infrastructure utilization plans, management of intellectual property and ownership of relevant IP

	Commercialization and Economic Feasibility
(30 Points)
	▪ Commercialization Track Record (10 Points): Appropriateness of the research team's past commercialization achievements, appropriateness of previous technology transfer and commercialization records related to the project
▪Commercialization Plans and Commitment (5 Points): Appropriateness of investment plans for commercialization, market analysis and standardization, and feasibility of strategies for addressing certification requirements
▪ Economic Feasibility (10 Points): Potential for creating additional value through technology development (e.g., technology transfer, revenue, profit, import substitution, export growth potential, job creation)
▪ Regional Impact (5 points): Appropriateness of the project's impact on the local community, including direct and indirect job creation, productivity improvement, and revenue growth



5. How to Apply, Submission Deadline, and Submission Portal
	Category
	Period

	Announcement Period
	◦ Announcement period: June 4, 2025 (Wednesday) – July 4, 2025 (Friday) 6:00 PM (KST) 

	Application Forms and Related Materials Availability
	◦ Application form availability: From June 11, 2025 (Friday)
◦ Application form distribution and submission guidelines: Integrated R&D Information System (www.iris.go.kr)

	Submission Period
	◦ Submission Period: June 18, 2025 (Wednesday) – July 4, 2025 (Friday), until 6:00 PM (KST)
* Strict adherence to the submission deadline is required 
(No modifications or submissions will be accepted after 6:00 PM)


※ The representatives of the R&D organizations and all participating researchers must obtain a national researcher ID and register as members of the IRIS system.

6. Required Documents

Key Documents to Submit 
· R&D Plan (Mandatory)
· Business Registration Certificate (Mandatory)
· (For foreign organizations) Confirmation of intent to participate in the Industrial Technology Innovation Project (mandatory for projects classified as 'International Joint R&D).
· For additional documents, refer to the Korean announcement.

7. Additional Notes

Important Considerations When Applying 
· For international joint research: Foreign organizations (e.g., companies, universities, research organizations in other countries) must participate either as an R&D organization (lead or co-research organization) or as a non-R&D organization.  
· For other additional notes, refer to the Korean announcement.


Ownership of Intellectual Property and Deliverables
· If R&D deliverables are independently generated by each R&D organization, the deliverables will belong to the organization that created them.
· In the case of joint international research, foreign organizations must agree to either transfer ownership of their R&D deliverables to the Korean R&D organization or grant the Korean R&D organization preferential rights to use the deliverables.

· If a foreign organization agrees to transfer its deliverables to a Korean organization, it is standard policy to exempt them from government royalties for technology. However, in the case of foreign branch offices of Korean corporations, the same conditions as Korean organizations will apply.
In such cases, the international collaboration agreement must include the relevant provisions.
· When multiple R&D organizations jointly create R&D deliverables, ownership proportions should be determined based on their respective contributions. However, if the organizations reach an agreement on ownership proportions and the use of R&D deliverables, the agreed terms will prevail.

8. Contact Information

· For inquiries regarding evaluation schedules, procedures, and item/RFP (rationale and objectives): 
· Automotive Division 053-718-8234/k989@keit.re.kr 
· [bookmark: _Hlk190358545]Autonomous Vehicle PD 
053-718-8275(shyoon11@keit.re.kr)/ 053-718-8337/zozonon@keit.re.kr
 
· For detailed RFPs, item descriptions, and related forms, please refer to the IRIS website (www.iris.go.kr)

	· The English documents provided by the KEIT are meant to be used as supplementary resources to facilitate comprehension of research and development projects. It is essential to understand that these documents do not possess any legal or official authority and should be exclusively utilized for informational purposes.
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